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Discussion 1 Reply

Indeed, power, authority, and politics are not the same, yet they are experienced in criminal justice agencies. I believe that authority gives one power. For instance, in legislative seats, one is mandated with leading people; therefore, they are in an authoritative position. Because of that, they experience power first hand. Most people who are in authority feel powerful compared to those who are not. I concur that individual power is different from organizational power. Also, power exists in the jobs that people do. Hence when put in a top seat, one is viewed as one in authority. They can, therefore, preside over the running of the organization, and that's when power is felt.

In criminal justice agencies, power and authority go hand in hand.  There is no way one will be in administration and feel powerless. I agree that speaking truth to power calls for someone in authority to come up with suggestions. Then a discussion is tabled with research and evidence for people to agree or disagree on the topic. This discussion is discussing the relationship between power and authority. The writer has also answered the question of how to speak truth to power. It is achieved by demanding a good response from those in authority rather than falling for a selfish response from one individual or a group of likeminded people. However, I feel like the writer did not satisfactorily cover the question. They gave prominence on defining and relating power to authority. Therefore if they can focus more on how to speak truth to power, then the discussion will be better. They could, for instance, provide the steps for speaking truth to power like understanding the reasons for the status quo before speaking truth to power. Another step is by understanding the type of power one is challenging. This way, the discussion could be more centered on the question.

Discussion 2 Reply 
Power and politics are visible fundamentals in criminal justice systems. The discussion is explaining how they are related and how they function in criminal justice agencies. Politics should not be seen as a dirty word, and I agree with the same because it is part and parcel of a productive society. According to Stojvic et al., administrators should avoid political behavior and focus on serving the agencies they work for. It is a sentiment that I also agree with. Power has also been majorly used coercively in most criminal justice agencies, something that I agree to form my experience. The writer has also focused on how each unit relates to the other and the effects they have on criminal justice systems. For instance, how politics affects the functions of agencies and the people involved. 

This discussion is centered on politics, power, and authority. The three have been defined and explained more elaborately. It makes the reader get the point quickly and also engage in active discussion. I feel like the discussion has clearly described the role of the three concerning administrative positions in criminal justice agencies. However, if the question of the discussion board how to speak truth to power still stands, then this discussion has not covered that part. If it has, then it is not clear to the audience. The focus has been centered on defining politics, power, and authority. Also, it has focused on explaining the role of each aspect and how it relates to the other. I feel that if the writer could include more of how to speak truth to power, then the discussion could be more elaborate and probably fruitful. I like the evidence from the texts because it has helped the discussion flow on the provided topics. Generally, it is an engaging discussion post that can be more fruitful with a few adjustments.
